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Using string, mark the outline of the house. Use the "3-4-V method to make 
sure the string is square. 



Tie a string to mark where the inside wall will go. 
is perpendicular to the outside wall. 

Check to make sure it 



Build a batterboard over each stake. 

Put a nail in the batterboard 
at the mark. 

Using a plumb, mark the point on 
the batterboard exactly above the 
nail. 

. . . 

Using the nail as the center point, 
mark the width of the foundation on 
the batterboar4. 
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Use the "3-4-5" method to check that the new strings are square. 
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Using the string as a guide, mark the line of the trench for the foundation. 
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THE LEVEL 

If the bubble in the level is not centered, the thing being checked is not level. 

Not Level 

Level 

. 

THE PLUMB 

A plumb is used to determine if a wall is built correctly. 

This wall is not 
straight and is 
dangerous. 

This wall is built 
correctly and is 
safe. 
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HOW TO BUILD A LEVEL AND PLUMB WALL 

Step 1 

Tie a string from corner to corner to use as a guide to place 
the adobes in a straight line. 

Step 2 
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Put the mortar on the wall like this. 
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Step 3 

Put mortar on the end of an adobe. 

Step 4 

Put the adobe on the wall. 
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step 5 
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Using a plumb, tap the adobe into place until it is in line 
with the rest of the wall. 

Step 6 

Use a level to make sure the adobe is flat. 





Step 1 

Step 2 

HOW TO BUILD A SHEET ROOF 

Overlap the sheets 
one and one-half canals. 



Step 3 

Step 4 

Overlap the second 
layer of sheets a 
minimum of 5 ems. 
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HOW TO BUILD A TILE ROOF 



Step 4 
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HOW TO BUILD A LIGHTWEIGHT GABLE 

1. Cane gable 

2. Wood gable 



3. Metal screen gable 

4. Adobe gable with wood inside 

5. A better solution -- a house without gables 
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These are the best joints: 

1. The "Cadena" 

2. The "Double Tacbn" 

3. The "45" 

Good 

4 . The "Escuadra" 

. 



FALSE JOINTS 
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Not Recommended 
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Nails should not pass from cne side of the wood through the other -- it will 
split the wood. It is better to place the nail on an angle. 



~~0 USE GUSSET:< TO SUPPORT THE JOJhT 
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joint. 
It js "ery irr'portant to t:einforce the joint &ith gussets on both sjdes of the 
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IlOW 1‘0 MAKC JOINTS USING 1tOU141) POLES . _ _-- --.- ---._----- --------- - - -- - _~. 
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“, 
i. Plane the at-es where the 

gxset goes 

2. ktach the gusset 



Use the "cadena" for the collar beam. 

!V not put a joint over a door or window. 
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An "espiga 11 joint is best for the corners of the collar beam. 



wth the co1 lar bcw of an cxtcrior wa? 1. 
A? "espiga" joint is best to unite the co!?ar bean] of dn irlterior 
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WtIEIIE TO PLACE GUSSETS IN TllE ROOF TRUSS _ --e- __ -- 
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